A C ADEMY

Message from PTO
By Nicole Cimbura, PTO President

On behalf of the Platte River Academy PTO | would like to take this
opportunity to wish each of you a happy and healthy New Year. So far we
have had a pretty fun school year, with the Back to School Picnic, Junior
Symphony Guild (elementary), Ice Cream Night at Baskin Robbins,
Veteran’s Day Celebration, Movie Night, and Middle School Dances just
to name a few. We have more exciting events to come in the coming
months, Red Robin Dinner, Spring Fling Silent Auction, Luau Social
Event, Doughnuts for Dads, and Muffins for Moms. For each of these
events we need volunteers to make them as successful as they can be, and |
ask that each of you get involved in any way that you can. To find out
more information about how you can serve please feel free to call or email
me and I’ll be happy to put you in touch with the fabulous leader of
whichever committee peaks your interest. Nicole Cimbura, PTO President
nicole.cimbura@dcsdk12.org

Be True To Your Choices
By Stacy Stephens, President, Governing Board

PRA is an excellent charter school that provides a top notch education
(some compare it to a private education). One reason for this is
interested, caring families — each of which has chosen to attend PRA after
careful examination of other educational opportunities. Part of choosing
PRA is agreeing to the school dress code.

Students are asked to adhere to the dress code guidelines at all times.
This includes: wearing a belt (4™-6™ grade), having the proper shoes and
sweatshirt.

The dress code was instituted by the charter founders as a way to
minimize distractions to the educational day. It is not something that the
governing board or the administration would like to see taken lightly. If
you need to refer to the current policy, you can find a copy in the PRA
handbook and on the PRA website. If you have a consideration for
appropriate revision to the dress code, there is a dress code committee
which meets each spring. Contact the dress code committee at
dresscode@platteriveracademy.com.

The decision to attend PRA also includes the obligation to abide by our
dress code. Parents, please support and encourage your children in their
efforts to meet the dress code. Don’t ask our teachers to be policemen!
The time they must spend enforcing dress code is time taken away from
educating children.
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Choir Members

Families that have not paid the
$30 activity fee for choir must
do so as soon as possible. The
fee covers the license and
materials for Aladdin, as well
as props, costumes, and
additional items. Thank you!!
Mrs. Kristoffersen

General
Information

Due to the recent recall of
products containing peanut
butter and peanut paste, PRA
has discarded any of these items
we had on hand for students
who have forgotten their lunch.
We have also decided to no
longer make items containing
peanut butter available to our
students.

Please Note:

Doors will be locked at dusk.
You will need to ring the bell
and state your name in order to
enter. Thank you.
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RED ROBIN DINNER

Mark your calendars for this upcoming Tuesday, January 27™
starting at 5:00 pm for a wonderful dinner at the Highlands
Ranch Red Robin. Thanks to everyone who pre-ordered their Red
Robin Scrip gift cards for this special night. If you did not pre-
order do not fret, the gift cards will be available in increments
of $25 from Ms. Schuy at the front desk or from the carpool
line beginning on Monday.
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The Inauguration of Our 44" President

Tuesday’s inauguration of President Obama was an historic event. Unfortunately,
it was not one that could be watched in most of our classrooms. The reality is that
our classrooms are not set up to watch any broadcast TV unless someone brings in
a set of rabbit ears. This was the case for a few. The school is not connected to
cable, nor do we have access to 20 pairs of rabbit ears for a decent picture. As a
note, have you tried to find any of these lately?

Anyway, for the many that did not see any of the festivities at school, it is hoped
that some of the inaugural festivities were watched later that evening or maybe the
day’ events had been recorded on TiVo or DVR.

PENNIES FOR PATIENTS
JANUARY 26 - FEBRUARY 12

The PRA student council is sponsoring a penny drive to benefit the
Rocky Mountain Chapter of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. The
drive starts on Monday, January 26, and goes through Thursday,
February 12. Although it is called a penny drive, any type of coins,
cash, or checks will be accepted. This year the winning classroom wiill
be determined by counting paper money and checks for a dollar
amount and weighing coins. The dollar amount will be added to the
weight for a total. The winning classroom will receive a pasta party
from Olive Garden.

Volunteer

Opportunities

January Crossing quard Needls

Three (3) additional for AM
shift for the week of 01/26.

For those of you who have
already fulfilled your carpool
commitment but have a hard
time volunteering in other
areas, this would be a much
needed way for you to increase
your hours.

Please call or email Rochelle @
rmonahan@platteriveracademy.com
ASAP if you are able to help
out and fill any of these
vacancies.

Silent Auction Volunteer s

There is a meeting scheduled for
February 3rd @ 7:00 pm in the
Library. We are still looking for
volunteers to help with the event.
If you have any items or services to
donate, please contact Jenny
Nicholson @ nicholson_jenny@

yahoo.com or call (303) 356-4457.

Lunech Room Voluntéérs
Needed

We are in need of more
volunteers to help out in the
lunchroom through the
remainder of this school
year. Without our parent’s
help we cannot have this
great program for our
students. We have many
days where we are short-
handed and desperately need
your help! Please consider
fulfilling your volunteer
hours in the lunchroom. It's
a great and fun way to
volunteer and see your kids
at the same time. Please
contact Tina Dorsch to sign
up: mikentina3@comcast.net
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Parent Teacher Conferences

Tuesday, February 10" — The me
Thursday, February 12”"-T h e me

“Soups/ Sal ad
“ltaliar

Help us to prepare a fabulous meal for our teachers and staff to
enjoy during the evenings of parent/teacher conferences.

We need assistance with set-up/clean-up and the following items
for both nights;
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Appetizers 3
Salads SHOPPING LIST
Main Dishes/Casseroles
Desserts

Soda/Water
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Dinner will be served each night from b5:15-6:00p.m. for
approximately 40 teachers and staff. Parents may drop off any
items at afternoon carpool the day of the dinner and leave it in
the teacher’s |l ounge. Pl ease b
with your name. Di shes can be
after the dinner.

If you would like to volunteer, please contact
Danielle Naumann
303-471-1352 or bnaumann@comcast.net
By Wednesday, February 4™
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Do You Like Girl Scout
Cookies?

Four Girl Scout Troops of
different age levels meet at
PRA. Their annual cookie sales
are under way. Maybe you
have already been approached
by an individual Girl Scout,
Brownie, or Daisy to place an
order. Please support their
effort to raise money for the
Girl Scouts and their respective
troop. If you haven’t been
contacted you can place a
general order and the proceeds
will be shared equally among
the four troops.

If you want to know more
information on how to do this,
please contact Debbie Goodiel
or Danielle Naumann. Both
families are listed in the PRA
Family Directory, or email to
dgoodiel@comcast.net or
dbnaumann@comcast.net.
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January/ February Calendar of Events

Monday, January 26- Thursday, February 12 Tuesday, February 10
e Pennies for Patients Fundraiser e 4pm-8pm Parent/Teacher Conferences
Tuesday, January 27 Wednesday, February 11
e 5pm-9pm/ Red Robin Fundraiser Night e 7pm Board Meeting
Wednesday, January 28 Thursday, February 12
e 6pm Washington DC Meeting/Eighth o DRESS OF CHOICE DAY
grade only e 4pm-8pm Parent/Teacher Conferences
Friday, January 30 e HOT LUNCH ORDERING period begins
e 4pm - 5pm Basketball Game Staff vs. Friday, February 13
8th grade Panthers e NO SCHOOL/TEACHER COMP DAY
Thursday, February 5 Monday, February 14
¢ Midterm Grades 6o Home e NO SCHOOL/PRESIDENTS DAY
e 2:15pm Spelling Bee (grades 4-8) Tuesday, February 17-February 23
e 6:30pm SAC Meeting e CSAP 3™ grade reading
Saturday, February 7 Wednesday, February 18
e 8am-noon Family Work Day e HOT LUNCH ORDERING PERIOD ENDS
Monday, February 9 ALL PAYMENTS DUE
e 6:30pm PTO Meeting
e 6:30pm Kindergarten Registration Night

Bake Sale Tomorrow
i Remember your Quarters!




