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What Does Your Child Need to Know?  
By SAC Vice Chair Janelle Jones  

 

PRA Parents Place Strong Value on Understanding Core Knowledge 

Content-based Curriculum 
 

       Responding to the School Advisory Committee (SAC) Satisfaction 

Survey last spring, an astounding forty-five (45%) of Platte River 

Academy (PRA) parents expressed a strong interest in learning more about 

the benefits of our unique Core Knowledge (CK) content-based curriculum 

as provided by our school charter.   Parents stated a willingness to devote 

4-8 hours to “take classes specific [to understanding] PRA’s Core 

Knowledge curriculum.” 

     “Putting forth extra effort is what Platte River Academy is all about.  

Our entire community is comprised of individuals --- staff, teachers, 

students and parents --- hungering to give and gain the strongest 

educational opportunities available,” said SAC Chair Ken Nollsch. “It’s no 

surprise so many parents want to be knowledgeable about CK and its 

advantages, especially since few families from the first years of PRA still 

have children attending PRA and we have welcomed a whole new set of 

parents and students to PRA,”  Nollsch added. 

     In a nutshell, Core Knowledge Foundation Founder and Professor 

Emeritus of Education and Humanities at the University of Virginia, Dr. 

E.D. Hirsch, Jr. was concerned that “Lacking specific goals and mutual 

accountability, too many schools exist in a state of curricular incoherence, 

one result of which is that they fall far short of developing the full 

potential of our children.”   

     To address such concerns, Hirsch authored the Core Knowledge Series 

which gives a “grade-by-grade sequence of specific content guidelines in 

history, geography, mathematics, science, language arts and fine arts.”  

PRA parents can get a solid idea of what their children are learning and 

content guidelines at each grade level by perusing the grade appropriate 

Core Knowledge Series book, entitled, What Your Xth Grader Needs to 

Know. 

      In the series, Hirsch asserts “Learning builds on learning,” and “It is 

essential to begin building solid foundations of knowledge in the early 

grades.”  According to information in the CK series, “…poor performance 

of American students in middle and high schools can be traced to 

shortcomings inherited…from elementary schools that have not imparted 

the knowledge and the skills they need for further learning.”  
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Two for Two 
 

Dedicated volunteers Stefanie 

Steck and Bill Sigler have been 

selected as this period’s 

‘volunteer parking space’ 

winners. Whenever they are at 

our school they have the 

privilege of parking in that 

‘close in’ spot for two weeks.  
 

Every two weeks I will be 

selecting two winners from the 

entries placed in the decorated 

glass container that is on the 

shelf under the office window. 

Thank you for volunteering. 

  

 
 
 

I have sent home in your 

child’s folder a summation of 

your volunteer hours to date.  

If you did not receive this, it 

is because you have completed 

20 or more hours.  

Congratulations to all who have 

reached the half way mark for 

your family’s requirement.  

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Hour 

Reminder Notices 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

February Crossing Guard 

Needs: 
 

AM shifts: Two for 2/10; Two 

for 2/12; Three for 2/17; Two 

for 2/18; One for 2/19; Two for 

2/23; Four for 2/24; Three for 

2/25; Four for 2/26 and Three 

for 2/27. 

 

PM shifts: Two for 2/2; One 

for 2/3; Three for2/5; One for 

2/6; One for 2/12; One for 2/17; 

Two for 2/18; One for 2/19; 

One for 2/23; One for 2/24; One 

for 2/25; One for 2/26 and Two 

for 2/27. 

 

For those of you who have 

already fulfilled your carpool 

commitment but have a hard 

time volunteering in other 

areas, this would be a much 

needed way for you to increase 

your hours.  
 

Please call or email Rochelle @  
rmonahan@platteriveracademy.com  

ASAP if you are able to help 

out and fill any of these 

vacancies. 
 

 

 

Silent Auction  
Volunteers 

There is a meeting scheduled 

for February 3rd @ 7:00 pm 

in the Library. We are still 

looking for volunteers to 

help with the event. If you 

have any items or services to 

donate, please contact Jenny 

Nicholson @ nicholson_jenny@ 

yahoo.com or call (303) 356-

4457. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Volunteer 

Opportunities 

 
Pennies for Patients 

January 26 – February 12 
 

The PRA student council is sponsoring a penny drive to benefit the 
Rocky Mountain Chapter of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.  The 
drive starts on Monday, January 26, and goes through Thursday, 
February 12. Although it is called a penny drive, any type of coins, 
cash, or checks will be accepted. This year the winning classroom will 
be determined by counting paper money and checks for a dollar 
amount and weighing coins. The dollar amount will be added to the 
weight for a total. The winning classroom will receive a pasta party 
from Olive Garden.  
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While the CK series appears extensive, according to Hirsch “…the 

sequence is not meant to outline the whole of the school curriculum; rather 

it offers specific guidelines to knowledge that can reasonably be expected 

to make up about half of any school’s curriculum, thus leaving ample room 

for local requirements and emphasis.”  In addition to strengthening 

individual learning while enabling all children to move on to future 

learning with a solid foundation, CK is crucial because: 
 

1) Commonly shared knowledge makes schooling more effective 

2) Commonly shared knowledge makes schooling more fair and 

democratic 

3) Commonly shared knowledge helps create cooperation and 

solidarity in our schools and nation. 
 

      PRA parents are encouraged to obtain a copy of the Core Knowledge 

Series book pertinent to their child’s grade (available at our PRA library 

for check out or to purchase from Amazon/link below).                

     “Furthermore, SAC is striving to put together a Core Knowledge parent 

educational opportunity specific to PRA’s Core Knowledge content-based 

curriculum,” said Nollsch.  “Ideally, a few parents interested in CK will 

step forward to assist for just a few hours to help make this opportunity 

happen,” he said.  To help with the Core Knowledge Parent Education 

opportunity, please send an email to sac@platteriveracademy.com 

     Next month, the SAC intends to launch the 2008-09 Parent Satisfaction 

Survey.  We are hoping many, many parents take the time to fill out their 

surveys.  The information provided is valuable and leads to operational and 

educational tweaks which help to keep PRA strong. 

 

Related Links: 

http://coreknowledge.org/CK/index.htm 

http://www.amazon.com/Core-knowledge-sequence-Content-

guidelines/dp/1890517208 

http://www.amazon.ca/What-Your-First-Grader-Needs/dp/0385481195 
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Correction to Flyer Sent 

Home: 

 

The Valentine Grams will 

be delivered on Thursday 

February 12, 2009 instead of 

Friday February 13, 2009 as 

was originally stated. 

 

The deadline to turn your 

request, along with the $3.00 

charge, is now February 10, 

2009. 

 

Sunshine Fund 2009 
 

The Sunshine Fund is a 

generously donated uniform 

clothing program maintained 

by parent volunteer(s).  It was 

established to ensure all 

students are able to comply 

with dress code without 

causing financial strain. 

You will see racks displayed at 

school on Parent/Teacher 

conferences scheduled for 

Tuesday, February 10 and 

Thursday, February 12, 2009.  

Uniform clothing is readily 

available three times a year by 

attending the Parent/Teacher 

Conferences, Registration and 

Back to School Night; as well 

as directly from the 

chairperson. 

Parents are encouraged to drop 

off any gently (please, no faded 

or stained) used uniforms they 

have to the office.  

If you are interested in taking 

over  this program for the 

school year 2009-2010, please 

contact chairperson Diane 

Arensdorf/Kroneberger  303-

471-8669 or email at 

dkroneberger@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
 

Tuesday, February 10th – Theme “Soups/Salads/Sweets” 
Thursday, February 12th– Theme “Italian 

 

Help us to prepare a fabulous meal for our teachers and staff to 

enjoy during the evenings of parent/teacher conferences. 

We need assistance with set-up/clean-up and the following items  
for both nights; 

      

 Appetizers  

 Salads      

 Main Dishes/Casseroles 

 Desserts 

 Soda/Water 

 
Dinner will be served each night from 5:15-6:00p.m. for 

approximately 40 teachers and staff.  Parents may drop off any 

items at afternoon carpool the day of the dinner and leave it in 

the teacher’s lounge.  Please be sure to clearly mark your dishes 

with your name.  Dishes can be picked up in the teachers’ lounge 

after the dinner. 

 
If you would like to volunteer, please contact 

          Danielle Naumann 

      303-471-1352 or dbnaumann@comcast.net 

       By Wednesday, February 4th 
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January/ February Calendar of Events 
 

September/October Calendar of Events Friday, January 30 

 4pm - 5pm Basketball Game Staff vs. 

8th grade Panthers  

Thursday, February 5 

 Midterm Grades Go Home 

 2:15pm Spelling Bee (grades 4-8) 

 6:30pm SAC Meeting 

Saturday, February 7 

 8am-noon Family Work Day 

Monday, February 9 

 6:30pm PTO Meeting 

 6:30pm Kindergarten Registration Night 

Tuesday, February 10 

 4pm-8pm Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Wednesday, February 11 

 7pm Board Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thursday, February 12 

 DRESS OF CHOICE DAY 

 4pm-8pm Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 HOT LUNCH ORDERING period begins 

Friday, February 13 

 NO SCHOOL/TEACHER COMP DAY 

Monday, February 16 

 NO SCHOOL/PRESIDENTS DAY 

Tuesday, February 17 

 Full-Day Kindergarten Tuition Due 

Tuesday, February 17-February 23 

 CSAP 3rd grade reading 

Wednesday, February 18 

 HOT LUNCH ORDERING PERIOD ENDS 

ALL PAYMENTS DUE 

Friday, February 20 

 7pm-9:30pm MS Dance/Gym 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 Bake Sale Tomorrow 

Remember your Quarters! 

January 2009 

 
 

 

February 2009 

No Staff Birthdays 

in February 


