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Becoming a Sweetheart: PRA’s Top 10 
By Dr. Stueven, Principal 
 

 

With Valentine’s Day coming soon one can expect to be inundated with thoughts, 

reminders, and advertisements to ensure that we acknowledge those close to us in 

our personal and family relationships. However, there are other ways to be a 

“sweetheart” beyond the traditional. How about considering the “Top 10 

Countdown on Ways to Become a PRA Sweetheart”. 
 

Here are my suggestions: 
 

10. Always remember during the school day to sign-in at the front lobby desk 

with a smile before heading off to other parts of the school building. 
 

9. Call the Attendance Line (303.243-5210) in the morning to leave a message 

regarding their child’s absence. 
 

8. Share your cooking and baking talents for teacher potlucks on parent/teacher 

conference nights. Teachers love sampling our parents’ best dishes and desserts. 
 

7. Demonstrate that carpool is the time to display extraordinary patience and the 

best of one’s driving skills. 
 

6. Help PTO with planning, organizing, and hosting events for PRA families. 

There are still some important ones coming up. 
 

5. Become a member of a school committee (i.e. School Advisory Committee, 

Technology, Dress Code, Middle School, Hospitality, etc.) 
 

4. Volunteer for carpool and show up smiling and on time despite the weather. 
 

3. Seize the moment to generously cover for carpool no shows. 
 

2. Send a note of appreciation to a former teacher or your child’s current teacher 

who has really gone that “extra mile”.  
 

And Numero Uno Is! 
 

1. Bring in lattes from Starbucks for the front office! 
 

Can you think of others? I’d be glad to post them next week. In the meantime, 

enjoy becoming a sweetheart beyond the traditional 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are looking for someone to help 

out in the Parent Workroom on the 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 Monday afternoon of 

each month.  Also, we need another 

volunteer to do Thursday Folders 

for Mrs. Halpert/ Mrs. Knapp’s 3
rd

 

grade class. This is an every other 

Thursday position. 

If you are interested in either of 

these positions, please email 

Rochelle at 
rmonahan@platteriveracademy.com 
 

February Crossing Guard 

Needs: 
 

AM shifts: One for 2/10; One for 

2/12; Two for 2/17; One for 2/18; 

One for 2/23; Four for 2/24; Three 

for 2/25; Four for 2/26 and One for 

2/27. 
 

PM shifts: One for 2/18; One for 

2/19; and One for 2/27. 
 

For those of you who have already 

fulfilled your carpool commitment 

but have a hard time volunteering 

in other areas, this would be a 

much needed way for you to 

increase your hours.  
 

Please call or email Rochelle @  
rmonahan@platteriveracademy.com  

ASAP if you are able to help out 
and fill any of these vacancies. 

 

 

Volunteer 

Opportunities 

mailto:rmonahan@platteriveracademy.com
mailto:rmonahan@platteriveracademy.com


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you have any questions or 

concerns regarding PRA’s 

dress code please email 
Dresscode@platteriveracademy.com 

 

 Sunshine Fund 2009 
 

The Sunshine Fund is a 

generously donated uniform 

clothing program maintained by 

parent volunteer(s).  It was 

established to ensure all students 

are able to comply with dress 

code without causing financial 

strain. 

You will see racks displayed at 

school on Parent/Teacher 

conferences scheduled for 

Tuesday, February 10 and 

Thursday, February 12, 2009.  

Uniform clothing is readily 

available three times a year by 

attending the Parent/Teacher 

Conferences, Registration and 

Back to School Night; as well as 

directly from the chairperson. 

Parents are encouraged to drop 

off any gently (please, no faded 

or stained) used uniforms they 

have to the office. 

If you are interested in taking 

over  this program for the school 

year 2009-2010, please contact 

chairperson Diane 

Arensdorf/Kroneberger  303-471-

8669 or email at 

dkroneberger@gmail.com 

 

 
 

We are collecting Campbell’s 

Soup labels again. Please 

include them along with your 

BoxTops when ‘clipping’ for 

PRA. 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

The Cartridges for Kids recycling contest to help raise money and 
‘Save the Earth’ has been extended through Thursday, February 12. 
The classroom that collects the most cartridges will win a ‘sweet 
treat’ party. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phil Thomas, local author, gave a very informative presentation on how he 

wrote and illustrated his book.  The Applewood Adventures Search for 

Hidden Treasure is Author Thomas' first book.  He showed PRA's 1st and 

2nd Graders how he developed his story--characters, setting, and plot.  His 

slideshow demonstrated the endless hours of editing that authors must do 

before they come up with their final copy for publication.  Phil Thomas' 

writing process is very similar to PRA's writing curriculum and our 

students were fascinated with his story. The website 

www.applewoodadventures is a great way to learn more about our local 

author and illustrator, Phil Thomas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2009 Reading Program 
 

Registration Begins on February 1, 
2009 

Calling all Dragon 

Lovers! 
Join Douglas County Libraries for 

a magical, mystical reading 

program. 
 

Read 12 hours and receive a kite. 
 

Ages 12 and under. 
 

Pre-readers can listen to books read 
aloud. 

 
Douglascountylibraries.org or 303-791-READ 

mailto:dkroneberger@gmail.com
http://www.applewoodadventures/


Business 
Sponsorship  

 
Table Sponsor:  

$200.00 – Seats 10 per table with 

full page ad 

 

Business Brochure Ad  

(copy ready) 

   

$100.00 Full Page 

$ 75.00 Half Page  

              $ 50.00 Quarter Page 

              $ 25.00 Business Card 

 

Donation item for auction:   

____________________________

____________________________

________ 

 

To place an ad or donate an 

item or service, please 

contact: Jenny at 

nicholson_jenny@yahoo.com 

 

If paying by check, please 

make check payable to PRA-

PTO and mail to: 

 

Platte River Academy 

Attn:  Heidy Tomic, Office 

Manager 

4085 Lark Sparrow Street 

Highlands Ranch, CO  

80126 

 

*Platte River Academy 

(“PRA”) is a 501(c)(3) 

organization;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Spring for PRA 
 

Silent Auction 
 

 Friday, April 3, 7pm to 
9pm 

COST $10/person 
Benefits PRA PTO  

Food Provided: Soup,  

salad and baked potato  

bar from Sweet Tomatoes.  
 

We still need volunteers for 

decorations and clean up.  To sign 

up, please contact: 

 nicholson_jenny @ yahoo.com 
 

 

If you would like to make a donation or 

a dedication, please see information 

below  

  
Auction Brochure Dedications  

 
Dedications can include photos or drawings, as well as, greetings & 

thanks to parents, students & teachers. 

 

1/8 page $20 

1/4 page $ 35 

1/2 page $50 

Full page $75 

 

To place a dedication ad, please contact: Janeen Galligan at 

Janeen@mac.com 

 

To pay for dedication, please make check payable to PRA-PTO along with 

email address in memo section and mail to: 

Platte River Academy 

Attn:  Heidy Tomic, Office Manager 

4085 Lark Sparrow Street 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80126 

 

mailto:nicholson_jenny@yahoo.com
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February Calendar of Events  
 

September/October Calendar of Events  Thursday, February 5  

 Midterm Grades Go Home  

 2:15pm Spelling Bee (grades 4 - 8) 

 6:30pm SAC Meeting  

Friday, February 6  

 Monthly Scrip Orders Due  

Saturday, February 7  

 8am- noon Family Work Day  

Monday, February 9  

 6:30pm PTO Meeting  

 6:30pm Kindergarten Registration Night  

Tuesday, February 10  

 4pm- 8pm Parent/Teacher Conferences  

Wednesday, February 11  

 7pm Board Meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Thursday, February 12  

 DRESS OF CH OICE DAY  

 Last Day to bring in Pennies for Patients  

 Pick- up Monthly Scrip Orders  

 4pm- 8pm Parent/Teacher Conferences  

 HOT LUNCH ORDERING period begins  

Friday, February 13  

 NO SCHOOL/TEACHER COMP DAY  

Monday, February 16  

 NO SCHOOL/PRESIDENTS DAY  

Tuesday, Februar y 17  

 Full- Day Kindergarten Tuition Due  

Tuesday, February 17 - February 23  

 CSAP 3 rd  grade reading  

Wednesday, February 18  

 HOT LUNCH ORDERING PERIOD ENDS  

ALL PAYMENTS DUE  

Friday, February 20  

 7pm- 9:30pm MS Dance/Gym  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bake Sale Tomorrow 

Remember your Quarters! 

 
 

 

February 2009  

No Staff Birthdays 

in February 


