A C ADEMY

School Safety and Security Enhancements
By Stacy Stephens, President, PRA Governing Béestephens@platteriveracademy.gom

If you have visited the school since last Friday, you should have notic
that the main entraeadoors at PRA are locked during business hours.
people requesting entry must ring the door bell and be admitted by an
employee at the front desk. Additionally, all side entrances are to rem
locked and closed, includingdfdoor to the gymnasium Aftnouncement
was sent out by Mr. Barber last Thursday evening regarding these ch

On the request of parents at | a
reviewed security practices that were in place for general actbsy
decided that accesstiee school needed to be more restrictive and
communicated again to parents and staff. It was decided that a conti|
locked door policy* (7ani 6pm) would meet with the standard of secur
for the area. That is, all Douglas County elementary schaois
locked/doorbell access only during school hours. Additionally, school
staff have been asked to monitor that all outside doors remain locked
closed during school hours. Further direction was given for school
administration to revisit all aspeatf security at PRA.

The locked door policy further defines security measures originally
instituted by the Governing Board in 2006/2007. In that year:
e An employee was hired to be in the lobby from 7aépm on
school days.
e A checkin system* for visitoravas instituted per District policy.
Inside and outside security cameras were installed.
e Both school district security and a Douglas County Deputy She
reviewed our school security.
e Walkie-talkies were purchased for playground supervision.
e Playground/reess supervisors were expected to wear-gmezn
vests.
e Swinging
around the play pad.
e An upgraded card key system was installed (2008).

gates were installe

*Note: There are a few situations when doors will be held opea $bort
time (i.e. mass entrance/exodus of kids) and theisifpr parents

temporarily suspended (i.e. many parents arriving to attend a daytime
program).
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CTop\.

FAMILY WORK DAY
RE-SCHEDULED to
SATURDAY, APRIL 4
8AM TO NOON

\J

J THE TALENT
SHOW IS BACK!!!
Get ready for an evening of
wonderful entertainment.
Tuesday, April 14, 6:30pm

This yeards tal e

benefit the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation. Donations will
be accepted at the door.
(P.R.A. Student Council)
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April’s ‘Dress of Choice Day’
was originally scheduled for
Friday, April 17", But we are
switching that day to Tuesday
the 7" so that you can be in
the clothes of your choice for
spring picture day.



mailto:sstephens@platteriveracademy.com

Since 2006/2007 each classroom and area where students could be
has maintained an Emergency Plan notebook detailing the various
emergencies and procedures to felio the event of an emergency. Th
is reviewed with staff twice a year. The school conducts regular lockd
drills in addition to other fire and emergency drills. PRA maintains
contact with the Douglas County Sheriff's Department and Douglas
County Stool District Security who both patrol the grounds after hour
as they are able.

The Governing Board will next consider whether card keys should be
issued to each family. Buzzer access will remain in place. Logistical
cost issues will be considererior to deciding if a card key system shol
be instituted for PRA families.

The Governing Board feels these measures will increase security at F
Staff, parents and students are asked for their cooperation and patier|
these new measures becotine norm. Responding to the challenges
posed by our working environment brings more attention to one of the
Board's goal of school safety, which is one of our primary responsibili|

It should be noted that at this time the school administrationas als
looking into:
e The installation of small, safety glass windows in the gym door
e Magnetic locks for the interior doors of the lobby entrance.
e Card key use by food vendors during lunch deliveries.
e Improved signage for entrances/exits.
e If a camera outsidBy the door buzzer is necessary or not.

If you should have any questions or comments about security at PRA
please contact Dr. Stueven or me.

Donuts for Dad

Please remember that Donuts for
Dad is coming Tuesday, April 14
from 7:15-7:50am All dads,
granddads and uncles are
welcome.

If you would like a fun way to get
some of your volunteer hours in,
this would be a great way to do
it. Please contact Crystal Lytle
via email at ¢c_clytle@msn.com

or by phone 303-470-9797.

Your Otis Spunkmeyer
cookie dough is almost here!

Please pick up your order on
Wednesday, April 1sr
anytime between 2-5pm at
the school.

| t 0 s islwable so please
pick up or make
arrangements so your order
is not left out at room
temperature too long. It will
go bad!

Spring Pictures & Dress of Choice Day

Spring Picture Day is coming to Plaiéver Academy oTuesday, April 07,
2009!School portraits by Lifetouch offer casual, studigle photography

that gives students more freedom
only are the picturestepu al i t vy, but it éusschwol.gr

April’s ‘Dress of Choice Day’ was originally scheduled for Friday, April
17", But we are switching that day to Tuesday the 7% so that you can be
pictured in the clothes of your choice. Please remember to wear approprii
school attire uner theDress of Choice guidelines

Lifetouch is also offering to do family photo sessions in the afternoon fror
3:15pm4:15pm. Please email Rochelle Monahan at
rmonahan@platteriveracademy.cdfryou would like to reserve a spot during
this time.

SAVE THE DATES
Our Spring Book Fair is
scheduled for April 13.6.
Many volunteers are needed
look for signup sheet at the
Lobby desk.
For more information or to

volunteer, please go to:
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepa
ge/prabookfair
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Spring for PRA Silent Auction

Canot fi nd a
Auction?

")
g@ babysi
He r e 6 «xclusive offer from Northridge Rec. Center.

A one night only event on Friday April 3, 2009 from

6:00- 9:30 p.m., where your child (ages 2 & 12) can enjoy
dinner, movie & tumbling with friends. Children can wear
pajamas & be in a safe environment while you enjoy your
night at the Silent Auction. This offer is exclusive to

PRA parents only. No other children  will be permitted.

Call HRCA @ (303) 791-2500. You will use code 363001 -
IN. Costis $21 member or $24 non -member, per child.

ﬁ@ €

We only have 7 tickets left for the Auction. Donéd

miss out on this exciting event!

On Saturday March 14th, the PRAI&Gwe Olympiad team competed in the Souther
Regional competition. This involves 23 different events ranging from engineering
physics to biology and earth science. Platte River finished second overall, and hd
many students earn medals in specifiergs, including the following:

Compute This - 3rd Place: Marco Meyer and Luk&il; Crave the Wave - 3rd Place:
Marco Meyer and Austin JosefDisease Detectives - 3rd Place: Rachel Bruns and
Carrie Brown Elevated Bridge - 3rd Place: Carrie Brown and RattBruns
Experimental Design - 2nd Place: Noah Morton, Nadia Brecl and Nick Lawrence
Meteorology - 3rd Place: Sadie Edmundson and Luke MRglach for the Stars - 1st
Place: Barath Murali and Luke Vailrajectory - 1st Place: Colin Young and Nick
Lawrerce

The team includes:

Raj Ball, Nadia Brecl, Carrie Brown, Rachel Bruns, Sadie Edmundson, Austin Jog
Savni Kulkarni, Nick Lawrence, Marco Meyer, Max Mill (not pictured), Noah Mortd
Barath Murali, David Nelson, Luke Bail, Colin Young, Sam Cahilk (piotured) Katie
Sherry and Zak Sherry

Stand Ready to

"The battle is not to the strong
alone; it is to the vigilant, the
active, the brave." - Patrick
Henry T

The PRA Governing Board a
seven member body tasked wit
the authority and responsibility
of PRA oversight.In five

weeks we will be electing two
new members to the boarive
are encouraging all interested
parents to involve themselves il
the processTo those who are
considering running for a
position on the board, please
contact me or another board
member and ask questions.
Inform yourself. To those who
chose not to run for the board,
please inform yoursetin the
candidates and the issues and
sure to cast an informed vote
come election timePRA is a
representative democracy at its
most basic form and we fall
without a citizenry willing to
serve and secure the futuré.
you have any questions or
comments, please contact me g
mrourke @platteriveracademy.(
om, or 303346-0942. To all
who serve now or in the past, |
thank you for your serviceTo
all who are considering serving
in the future....you wat regret
it.

Respectfully,

Mike Rourke

Vice President

PRA Governing Board
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Please review the Dress Code Draft for the 2009-10 school year. The proposed changes
are highlighted in yellow. Please email any comments either in favor of or against the
dress code, to dresscode@platteriveracademy.com

2009-2010 PLATTE RIVER ACADEMY DRESS CODE
Following are the general and spécijuidelines for approved clothing items. All articles of clothing should be neat, clean and i1
good condition. Items with a waistband are to be worn at the wilsshirts and blousesppropriately tucked into shorts, pants,
skirts, and skorts. Undgarments, including boxer shorts, and bra straps shall not be visible while in a normal standing posture .
Cargo pockets or buckles are not permitted on uniform pants or shorts or buckles on pockets on any uniform clothinthe Colors :
blue is Navy Blue.The green is Forest Green. Color swatches are available in the office to ensure color matches. Short slee re is
defined as having at least two (2) inches of material beyond the shoulder seam line. Appropriate athletic shoes showd B& wc
days.
Unacceptable items include, but are not limited to: Oversized, baggy, tigtitting, revealing, lowriding, or suggestive clothing;
temporary or permanent tattoos, bare midriffs, body piercing other that ear lobes (see jewelrySpetishirtsareallowed on
Fridays only.

General Dress Code Guidelines:

Uniform Standard Uniform will NOT have/will NOT be:

Polo Shirts Solid white, navy, green long/short sleeve knit w/out Tight, form-fitted or oversized. Rolled or cuffed
emblem. Loose fit w/ buttons, tucked in at all times. MS sleeves, pockets or logos other than PRA. Long
allowed to be worn, un-tucked, at mid-hip or tucked in to sleeve t-shirt underneath short sleeve polos are
pants (belt required if tucked in). Light blue PRA logo not allowed.

pol ods (purchased through H
by MS students.

Belt Unadorned black, brown, navy, dark green or khaki with Studded, flowered or any other decoration or cut-
plain buckles (required for 4™-6" grade). out.

Pants Navy, Khaki or stone. Straight-leg or slight flare. Frayed hems, touching ground. Cargo or patch
Waistband w/ belt loops (K-3 with or without elastic). Twill | pockets. No Capris or denim fabric. No rivets on
or corduroy. pockets

Shorts Navy, khaki or stone. Twill. Inset pockets. Waistband with | See pant guidelines.
belt loops for grades 4-8, with/without elastic for grades K-

3. No shorter than 40 abo
below the knee.

Turtleneck Solid white, navy or green, rolled or mock neck w/o Textured or ribbed knit. Prints.
emblem.

Sweatshirt Solid white, navy or green crewneck with PRA emblem or | Anything other than a plain sweatshirt

no emblem. Hooded sweatshirt purchased from PRA
PTO. A collared shirt must be worn underneath
sweatshirts.

Vest Solid navy or green flat knit, VV-neck pullover

Cardigan Solid navy, green or white flat knit, button down, long Zippered, cabled or ornamented.
sleeve.

Blazer Solid navy without emblem.

Shoes Athletic, leather or boot style shoes and laces in any Boots that dondt have. t
combination of white, navy blue, black, gray, dark green, Characters, lights, charms or wheels. Heels
tan or brown. Laces will be one solid color listed above. hi gher Mids-anmatch2dlaces

Shoe accent may be any one color. Boots higher than top
of ankle must be covered by pant. Heel & toe must be
enclosed. Shoes must have non marking soles.

Hats No hats worn inside the school building

Undergarments Plain white undershirts may be worn under school shirts. Colored T-shirts other than white. Will not hang
Girls may wear inconspicuous shorts under skirts and lower than outer uniform shirt.
jumpers.

Outerwear Worn to & from school and at outdoor recess Not to be worn inside building.

Scout uniform Brownie & Girl/Boy Scout uniforms may be worn on day of
scout meetings.

Dress of Choice | DRESS OF CHOICE GUIDELINES: Uniform will NOT have/will NOT BE:

T-shirts Clean and in correct size. No designs incorporating vulgarity, gangs,
profanity, violence, drugs, alcohol, or negative
messages. No cutaway armholes.

Jeans Clean and in correct size No holes allowed.

Earrings(girls) One pair of conservative earrings Not worn on PE days.

Open-toed shoes | May be worn except during PE days Flip flops are NOT allowed.

Tank tops(girls) Straps must be at |l east 20 | Low-cuttops, halters, tube tops or midriff top




Uniform: Boys | Standard Uniform will NOT have/will NOT be:

T Specific

Dress Code

Jewelry One of each of the following: small necklace, More than one of each named item. Any
bracelet, ring or watch body piercing.

Hair Clean, uncolored, except for light natural Mohawks or fAbuzzd cut
highlighting if desired, no bleaching. Cut no longer patterns. No bleaching or ornamentation.
than the center of the collar in the back with a clear,
unobstructed view of both eyes at all times.

Dress Shirt Solid white, navy, or green. Collared, button down. | Tight, form-fitted or oversized. Rolled or
Long or short sleeve. cuffed sleeves, logos other than PRA.

Nails Clean, short and neatly trimmed. No nail color or ornamentation.

Socks Any style solid white, navy, dark green, black or Shoes with no socks. Socks that are not the

khaki socks. Must be worn and visible at all times.

approved dress code sock colors. No trim
color

Uniform: Girls
Specific Dress
Code

Standard

Uniform will NOT have/will NOT be:

Nails Clean, neatly trimmed, nail polish in a single light Brightly colored nail polish or ornamentation.
color on all fingers. Dark colors.

Make up Grades 6-8 may wear lightly applied mascara, blush | Make up of any kind on students grades K-5.
and lip gloss. Sparkly shadows & eyeliner.

Socks and Solid color, unadorned white, navy, dark green, Shoes with no socks. Unapproved sock

Tights black or khaki socks or opaque flat knit tights. Must | color or tights with patterns or textured
be worn and visible at all times. surface. Footless leggings.

Jewelry One of each of the following may be worn: small More than one of each named item. Any
necklace, bracelet, ring or watch. One pierced post | other body piercing. Dangling or large
or small (1/2 inch) hoop earring per ear. earrings.

Skirt Dennis Uniform brand or Educational Outfitters Tight, form fitting, straight, without pleats.
Blackwatch plaid. Solid navy, khaki, or stone. Must | Anytype ofslit. May not be sho
be pleated. above the knee.

Jumper Dennis Uniform brand or Educational Oultfitters Tight or form fitting. Any type of slit. May not
Blackwatch plaid. Solid navy, khaki or stone. be shorter than 40 ab

Skort Dennis Uniform brand or Educational Oultfitters Tight or form fitting. Any type of slit. May not
Blackwatch plaid. Solid navy, khaki or stone. be shorter than 40 ab

Shorts In addition to General Dress Code: Dennis Unifoorm | May not be shorter th
brand or Educational Outfitters Blackwatch plaid May not extend below the knee. Capri® are
walking shorts. not allowed. Rolled up cuffs and sewn cuffs

over1-2 0 .

Hair Clean, conservatively styled, evenly cut, Uncolored May not have beads, yarn, fabric, flowers, or
except for light natural highlighting if desired, no other items braided into the hair. May not be
bleaching. Clear, unobstructed view of both eyes at | colored, bleached or distracting.
all times. Hair accessories must be PRA uniform
colors or neutral.

Blouse Unadorned, white, long or short sleeve with collar Tight, form fitting, or oversized. Rolled or

cuffed sleeves. Logos other than PRA.
Exception: 1) Teachers may designate specific color shirts for field trips.

2) Students mawear official school club or team shirts on Spirit Daucked in and belted

3) PRA team jerseys may be worn on game day (limit twice a week).

Revised 2/17/09




March 2009

S |[M |T [W|T |[F |S

15116 117 118 119 120 |21 | gia¢f Birthdays/April
22 123 |24 |25 |26 |27 |28 5- Gina Gray (1)

29 |30 |31 5- Joan Gilmour (Gfice)
22-John Hettich (English)
24-Gabby Vail (6th Aide)

April 2009
S M |T (W I|T |F |S
1 (2 |3 |4
5 (6 (7 |8 |9 |10 |11

12 113 |14 |15 |16 |17 |18
19 120 |21 |22 |23 |24 |25
26 |27 128 |29 |30

March/April Calendar of Events
Friday, March 20- March 27 Monday, April 13 dThursday April 16
e SPRING BREAK e Book Fair
Thursday, April 2 Monday, April 13
e 6pm SAC Meeting e 6:30p PTO Meeting
Saturday, April 04 Tuesday, April 14
e 8a-noon Family Work Day e 7:15-7:50 DONUTS WITH DAD
Monday, April 6-Friday, April 10 Thursday, April 16
o Staff Appreciation Week e HOT LUNCH ORDERING PERIOD BEGINS
Tuesday, April 7 e Last day of Book Fair
e Spring Picture Day Friday, April 17
o DRESS OF CHOICE (rescheduled from o 2:15 BUZS Performance/1%" grade in Gym
4/17) Monday, April 20
Wednesday, April 8 e NO SCHOOL TEACHER INSERVICE DAY
o 8:30a-9:15a Award Assemblies 4™-6™ o 8™ grade leaves for Washington, DC
grades Tuesday, April 21
o 2:15p-3p Award Assemblies 7™-8™ e HOT LUNCH PAYMENTS DUE
grades Thursday, April 30
Thursday, April 9 e Midterm grades go home
e 7pm Board Meeting

Bake Sale Tomorrow
Remember your Quarters!




