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Fall Pictures Tuesday,  

 August 18  

 

Fall Picture Day is coming to 

Platte River Academy on 

Tuesday, August 18, 2009! These 

photos are taken in your school 

uniform. School portraits by 

Lifetouch offer casual, studio-

style photography. Not only are 

the pictures top-quality, but it’s a 

great fundraiser for our school. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

What really is the case? For 
the parents at PRA is this a 
question waiting for an answer 
or is it a true statement 
appropriately ending with an 
exclamation mark?  Think 
about it. Iôll have more to share 
in the coming weeks about this 
topic. 

 

 

 

Hereôs Looking at 2009-10 
By Dr. Gary Stueven, Principal 
 

Was the excellent start of the school year a gift for the 50
th+++

 anniversary of my 

birthday or that the teachers and support staff at PRA had everything ready for the 

students?  I am sure that it is the latter. Nonetheless, I do see every day at PRA to 

be a gift shared by many. 

 

Aside from the day-to-day operation of PRA as we begin another successful year 

for your child(ren), all parents also need to pay attention to some other very 

important issues and events that will occur during this school year. These issues 

and events will have an impact on PRA.  

 

Please take note of the following: 

 This year PRA will make application with the District to renew our 

Charter Contract. The current 5-year contract expires on June 30, 2010. 

 There will be an election for four (4) open District Board of Education 

seats. Three incumbents are seeking re-election. The fourth was term 

limited. I cannot think of a more critical time to keep informed about the 

issues and candidates. 

 The District is facing a possible $22 million (a preliminary projection) 

budget shortfall for 2010-11. 

 The State of Colorado is in a budget crisis for FY 2010-11. As a public 

school this crisis will impact us. 

 What happens at the state and district level will create financial 

consequences for PRA.  

 

There is no doubt that success for your child(ren) at school begins with you at 

home. However, this school year will bring with it issues and needs that will also 

require your attention and involvement as a citizen and a parent to ensure the 

well-being of PRA’s future. 

 

Please, stay tuned.  

 

 

Lockers, lockers, lockers! 

 
Recently there has been some confusion or misinformation regarding lockers and, 

more specifically, which students get their own lockers.  Word in the streets is 

that 6
th
 grade students each received their own locker while 7

th
 grade students had 

to share – this is not true.    Lockers have always been for 6
th
, 7

th
, and 8

th
 grade 

students only.  In an ideal situation, each student would receive their very own 

locker.  However, when the number of students exceeds the number of lockers, 

decisions must be made.  This school year 8
th
 grade students will each have their 

own locker and 6
th
 and 7

th
 grade students will share a locker with another student.       

 

 

òTaking PRA for Granted??ó 

        Or  

òTaking PRA for Granted!!ó 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Crossing 

Guard Needs 

 

The following is a list of 

spots that still need to be 

filled: 2 needed for Mon.8/17 

PM; 2 needed for Mon. 

8/24PM; 1 needed for 

8/26PM; 3 needed for 

8/31PM.  

 

We seem to be struggling 

with volunteers for the 

afternoon shifts, so if you are 

available and do not mind 

doing extra shifts it would be 

greatly appreciated. 
 

Technology Lab Help 

 

Mrs. Martinez and Mrs. Kaze 
are in need of one to four 

volunteers to help out in the 

computer lab during their first 

grade classes Tech time.  Time 

needed is 9:10am-9:50am 

Monday-Thursday beginning as 

early as next week, if possible, 

and continuing until the end of 

the school year.  If you have any 

questions or would like to 

volunteer please email 

rmonahan@platteriveracademy.

com   
 

Mrs. Brockaôs Class 

 
Mrs. Brocka has a large ‘take 

home project’ consisting of a 

number of booklets which need 

to be assembled. The deadline 

for completion was not stated. 

If you are interested in taking on 

this project or would like more 

information, please contact 
bbrocka@platteriveracademy.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer 

Opportunities  

 

Our Fall Book Fair will be September 28-October 1, 2009 

Please visit our book fair website at: 

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/publish/prabookfair for 

more information on the fair or to volunteer.  You may also contact Ute 

Meyer at (303) 221-1070x2027 or umeyer@platteriveracademy.com 

                       
 

BAKERS NEEDED! 

 

In order to have plenty of goodies each Friday, we need approximately 20 

bakers each week.  At this time we have 54 bakers, a few of which have 

indicated they would like to bake twice a month.  This committee is one of 

the easiest and most enjoyable ways to earn volunteer hours, raise funds … 

and put smiles on PRA students’ faces each week.   All you have to do is 

provide 2 dozen baked or store-bought goodies on your assigned baking 

day, generally once a month.  Please contact Susan Kelly at 

coloradokelly@comcast.net if you can help out and haven’t already signed 

up.  Please provide the following information:  

(1) Name; (2) Phone number; (3) E-mail address. (I must have this in 

order to send schedules and reminders out.) (4) How many times per 

month you can bake?  Thank you for volunteering! 

 

2009 Results with CSAP 
(Colorado Student Assessment Program) 

 

The results for school and student performances on the CSAP taken last 

Spring were released by the Colorado Department of Education last week. 

As a K-8 school there are a total of 20 assessments taken across Grades 3-8 

that include reading, writing, and math.  Additionally science is tested in 

grades 5 and 8.  

 

Individual student results will be sent home when they are received from the 

Colorado Department of Education. Hopefully, this will be within the next 

2-3 weeks. 

 

As a school we are very pleased to report that: 

PRA outperformed the State in 20 of the 20 assessments. 

PRA outperformed the District in 20 of the 20 assessments. 

In all 20 assessments PRA had a higher percentage of students 

performing in the advanced range. 

 

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/publish/prabookfair
mailto:coloradokelly@comcast.net


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Before and After School 

Care will begin Monday, 

August 17.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAKE SALE 2009-2010 
 

The Bake Sale Committee is 

happy to announce that we 

will be using punch cards 

this year for bake sale.  Each 

card will have 13 punches 

for $3.25.  Look for more 

information coming soon in 

your student’s Thursday 

folder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lady Panthers Volleyball 
 

If you are in 6
th
, 7

th
, or 8

th
 

grade, come join the girls’ 

volleyball team! Practice will 

start the week of August 17
th
 in 

the PRA gym after school. It 

will be held Mondays and 

Wednesdays from 3:30pm until 

5:00pm. Anyone interested 

should arrive dressed in athletic 

clothing, knee pads, and tennis 

shoes ready to bump and serve! 

A more detailed flier will go 

out next Thursday, but feel free 

to direct any questions to Pam 

Brown (Music teacher) 
Pbrown@platteriveracademy.com 

 

 

 

 
 

Donôt Forget Student Insurance 
 

With the new school year comes the endless list of things to complete. When the 

list is long, items sometimes get overlooked.  
 

While most students have health insurance, there may be extenuating 

circumstances where a student may not have the coverage they need. DCSD and 

PRA do require that all students who participate in outdoor education programs or 

the trip to Washington DC have health insurance. 
 

Providing a safe learning environment is a top priority. Once again, the District has 

joined forces with United Healthcare Student Resources to offer student health 

insurance for a small fee. There are several different insurance programs available 

for families. 
 

If you need more information about student insurance, please call the office and 

ask for the enrollment forms or check out the online enrollment at 

www.k12StudentInsurance.com 

 

 

                                                            

Platte River Acad emy Panther Family  

Fun 5K Run/Walk/Snooze  
 

Calling all runners, walkers and sleepers………..Start the school celebration with 

family fun!  Come out and support Platte River Academy’s Second Annual Panther 

Family Fun 5K Run/Walk/Snooze on Sunday, November 8.  The fun starts at PRA at 

8am! 
 

This event is designed for competitive and recreational runners and walkers of all ages.  

Baby joggers are permitted for race runners.  Dogs on leashes and baby strollers are 

welcome for the walk.  And sweet dreams for sleepers! 
 

There will be an awards ceremony for the top 3 men and women finishers and 1
st
 place 

for men and women finishers in the following age categories:  16-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-

49, 50-59, 60-69, 70 and up. 
 

Everyone wins!  Participants will receive a 100% cotton T-shirt, goodie bag with 

donated items and refreshments.  
 

If you would like to sponsor the event or if your company would like to help support 

this event, sponsorship forms are available in the PRA office.  Or contact Diane 

Phillips at dmrphillips@msn.com or call 303-883-0100.  
 

In addition to participants running, walking or snoozing in the event, we are looking 

for volunteers to plan or work the day of the Fun Run to help make this event 

successful.  If you are interested, please contact Dana Ulrich at 

dana.ulrich@hotmail.com or call 303.663.2344. 

 

If you enjoy running, walking or snoozing, then this event is for you.  Don’t miss the 

fun……More information to come. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.k12studentinsurance.com/
mailto:dmrphillips@msn.com
mailto:dana.ulrich@hotmail.com
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August /September  Calendar of PRA Events  
 

September/October Calendar of Events 
Monday, August 17  

 First Day of School ½ Day Kindies  

 Hot Lunch Begins  

 6:30pm PTO Meeting  

Tuesday, August 18  

 Fall Picture Day  

Tuesday, August 25  

 6:30pm-8pm Back to School Night  

Grades K-2 

Wednesday, August 26  

 6:30pm-8pm Back to School Night  

Grades 3-5 

Thursday, August 27  

 6:30pm-8pm Back to School Night  

Grades 6-8 

Thursday, August 27 -August 31 

 Hot Lunch Ordering Period  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, September 1  

 9am Hot Lunch Payment Due 

 3:30pm-6:30pm Core Knowledge  

Seminar for Parents (more information 

to come)  

Thursday, September 3  

 6pm SAC Meeting  

Monday, September 7  

 Labor Day NO SCHOOL  

Thursday, September 10  

 7pm Board Meeting  

Saturday, Septembe r 12 

 8am-12pm Family Work Day  

 

 
 

 

 

 

August  20 09  August Birthdays  
15th ð Brandy Brocka (K)  

21st - Nancy Landauer 

(Reading) 
 

 

 

September Birthdays 
3rd- Jenny Gambill (2) 

15th - Teresa Schuy (Office) 

23rd- Meaghan Burke 

(Spanish/MS)  

24 th ð Arlene Bena (Office) 

25th ð Susan Baldwin 

(French/Aide) 

 

 

 

September  2009  

 


