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It’s Your Time and Ours: Making the Conference Worth It *
Parent/Teacher Conferences: October 13 & 15, 2009

It's time to talk. Hopefully by now you have scheduled a time to meet with your
child’s teacher next week to review his/her progress thus far this school year. It
may be that accessing TeacherEase online has given you some indication,
maybe even concern, of what grades might look like when report cards come
home October 29". For some parents there may be a sense of anticipation about
this annual event — fall parent/teacher conferences. For others a feeling of
excitement knowing that a good report awaits them.

Teachers are preparing their thoughts and materials that need to be shared with
parents. It is hoped that their information and statements to parents about the
child’s progress and general behavior will be understood and accepted. Teachers
worry of how best to present information to parents that pictures a child’s lack of
academic progress or difficulty with performing grade level work.

Well, | am asking that parents and teaches relax. Teachers don't want to put
parents on the spot. They just like to meet with parents to discuss how to help
their child do his/her best in school. Parents certainly want the same.

Children learn in different ways. Each child presents an individual personality and
distinct listening and work habits. To help their students learn new knowledge and
skills, teachers must know as much as they can about each child's likes and
dislikes. No one knows more about these things than you, the parents. And no
one has more influence over your child than you.

That's why teachers need your help to do a first-class job. Working together, you
and the teacher can help your child have a successful school year.

Here Are Some Things to Keep in Mind on Conference Day

e Arrive at school sufficiently early to ensure that your conference will start
on time.

e Be patient if the conference in front of you is running late.

e The best conferences are those in which both teachers and parents stay
calm and try hard to work together for one purpose and one purpose
only: to help your child do well. Arguing, or blaming each other for
problems your child is having, helps no one.

e Remember that if a conference needs more time that it can be adjourned
and scheduled to re-convene at another time.

Getting Ready for the Conference

Each teacher will probably come prepared with samples of your children's work
and with ideas to help them do even better in school. You should get ready for
each conference, too.

Talk to your children before the conferences. Find out what they think are their
best subjects, and what subjects they like the least. Find out why. Also, ask your
children if there is anything they would like you to talk about with their teachers.
Make sure your children don't worry about the meeting. Help them understand
that you and their teacher(s) are meeting together in order to help them.
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Attendance Line: 303-243-5210

Two for Two

pedicated volunteers
Karew Carelll
Awnal
Terry qraham
have beew selected as this
perlod’s ‘Volunteer parking
space’ winners, whenever they
are at our school they have the
privilege of parking in that
‘close tn’ spot for two weeks,

Bvery two weeks (will be
selecting two winners from
the entries placed in the
decorated glass container that
Is on the shelf unoler the office
window.

Thank You for volunteering
Rochelle Monahawn
Vvoluwnteer Coordinator
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After the Conference
Share with your child the information shared at the conference. It shouldn’t be a
secret. Speak to those areas that he/she is doing well and to those that need
improvement. Don’t get angry, but do begin to set clear goals on what you expect
from your child for the 2" Quarter and ask if he/she has any ideas on how you can
help. Consider writing up a plan, if necessary, and review it regularly for progress.
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Parent Teacher Conferences
Tuesday, October 13": Theme "Mexican”

Thursday, October 15™: Theme "Breakfast for Dinner”

Help us to prepare a fabulous meal for our teachers and staff to enjoy
during the evenings of parent/teacher conferences!!
We need assistance with the following items for both nights:
Appetizers
Salads
Main Dishes/Casseroles
Desserts
Soda/Water
Dinner will be served each night from 5:00 - 5:45 p.m. for
approximately 40 teachers and staff. Please be sure to clearly mark
your dishes with your name. Dishes can be picked up in the teachers’
lounge after the dinner.
If you would like to volunteer, please contact
Danielle Naumann
303-471- 1352 or dbnaumann@comcast.net ASAP
Thank you in advance for your help!

ThunderRidge High School
1991 W. Wildcat Reserve Parkway
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129

International Baccalaureate
World School

Information Meetings
Monday, November 2nd
Thursday, December 10th
TRHS Auditorium 6:30 p.m.

Attention 8th, 9th and 10th grade students and parents! You
are invited to attend one of the information meetings to learn
about the 1B Diploma Programme at TRHS.

Donna Ferguson Website:
IB Coordinator http://schools.dcsdk12.org/trhsib
303-387-2207

Volunteer

Opportunities

October Crossing
Guard Needs

The following is a list of spots
that still need to be filled for
AM shifts: 2 for 10/14; 2 for
10/26; 2 for 10/27; 3 for 10/28;
2 for 10/29 and 2 for 10/30.

The following is a list of spots
that still need to be filled for
PM shifts: 2 for 10/12; 2 for
10/13; 1 for 10/14; 2 for 10/15;
1 for 10/26; 1 for 10/27; 1for
10/28; 1 for 10/29 and 1 for
9/30.

For those of you who have a
hard time volunteering in other
areas, this would be a much
needed way for you to increase
your hours.

Your involvement at PRA is
appreciated.

Would You Like to See
an Improved Field at
PRA?

The PRA Governing Board has
created a committee to
investigate options to
improve/rebuild the PRA field.
The board would like 2-3 parents
to assist in this important effort.
This is a one year commitment.
The committee will hold regular
meetings and will pursue
strategies, grants, materials and
research necessary to improve
the field. If you have experience
with alternative field materials,
grant writing, or have other skills
applicable to this project, please
consider volunteering.

If you would like more
information or to volunteer
please contact Stacy Stephens at
sstephens@platteriveracademy.com or
Ken Whatmore at
kwhatmore@platteriveracademy.com

Stacy and Ken are currently
members of the Governing Board.
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PORTRAIT DAY TAKE TWO

Picture ORetake Dayd is schedul
Please plan on your child participating if:

e Your child was absent from school on the first picture day.
e You received your photos and you’re not happy with them.
Please give the photographer your unwanted photos and have
your child retake their picture.
¢ You are one of the few families remaining that have not
received pictures of your child, you just need to fill out the
provided envelope and have them tell the photographer that
they never received their pictures.

Attention Parents!!!

Il tdéds time to st
Kindergarten 2010/2011. Do you
have a child who will be ready for
Kindergarten in the fall of 20107
Please call Judy Poulliot at
303-221-1071 x2031 to make sure we
have accounted for your child.

7" and 8" grade light blue polo
shirts with the new PRA
Panthers logo are available to
order for $15.00. Order forms
with additional information are
in the electronic Thursday
folder. The deadline for
ordering is Wednesday, October
14™. Please contact Jamye at
Jamye.gilbertson@gmail.com

8" Grade Washington, DC
Fundraiser
Thursday, October 15 we will
be selling popsicles during
lunch recess. We will have

regular and sugar free
available for 50 cents each.
Yum!

The holidays are just around the corner! Do you decorate or give
poinsettia plants during the holidays? Consider buying yours through our
school fundraiser.  All plants will be red, in 6 inch pots and about 15
inche stall. The cost is $10 per plant. Checks can be made out to PRA
Middle School and will benefit the 8th grade trip to Washington DC. All
orders must be in by October 31st. Please contact Stacy Stephens at
(303) 346 -3895 or stacystep@hotmail.com __ for more information.
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ON YOUR MARK, GET
SET, GO!
PRA Panther Family Fun
5K Run/Walk
Saturday, November 7,
2009
Pl ease check th

Thursday Fol der
information
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3%~ Sue Thompson (SPED)

S M IT WIT F S g Jackie Losasso (SPED)
1 2 3 10t - Eleni Demos (Math/Adde)
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 189 Pam Brown (Musice)
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October Calendar of PRA Events

Thursday, October 8

e Picture Retake Day RESCHEDULED TO

10/14

e 7p Governing Board Meeting
Friday, October 9

e 9a-12p Denver Puppet Theatre (1" gr.)
Saturday, October 10

e 8a-12p Family Work Day
Monday, October 12

e 6:30p PTO Meeting
Tuesday, October 13

e 4pm-8pm Parent/Teacher Conference
Wednesday, October 14

e Picture Re-take Day rescheduled
Thursday, October 15

e DRESS OF CHOICE

e 4pm-8pm Parent/Teacher Conference

Friday, October 16

e NO SCHOOL - TEACHER IN SERVICE
Monday, October 19 - Octber 23

e FALL BREAK
Wednesday, October 28

o 2pm-3pm World language Day (4™-6™ gr.)
Thursday, October 29 - Monday, Nov. 2

e HOT LUNCH ORDERING PERIOD
Thursday, October2 9

e 9:30-2:15 Colorado Mtn. Club (6™ gr.)

e 9:30-2:15 Chatfield- Civil War

Reenactment (6™ gr.)

e Report cards go home
Friday, October 30

e 2-3pm Fall Parties - all grades

Bake Sale Tomorrow
Don't Forget to Bring Your Quarters!




