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December 03, 2009 

 

TThhee  mmiissssiioonn  ooff     
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iinn  aa  ssaaffee,,  oorrddeerrllyy  aanndd  ccaarriinngg  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt   
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Tomorrow, Dec. 4 through 
Sunday, Dec. 6 when you make 

your holiday purchases at 
Barnes & Nobel Bookstore, a 
percentage of your purchase 
will benefit the 8th grade DC 

trip. 
Visit on Fri. 12/04 @ 7pm to 
hear the PRA Choir perform 

followed by Storytime with Mr. 
Barber.  

Be sure to print off the voucher 
you received in the ôelectronicõ 

folder and present at time of 
purchase. Hope to see you 

there!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Brocka, one of our 

fabulous Kindie teachers, is 

looking for approximately 200 

empty Pringles containers for a 

project being done for all the 

primary grades. She would like 

to have these before Dec. 18
th.  

Thank you for your help. 
 
   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To You, Let There Be Glad Tidings 
By Gary Stueven, Principal 
 

I will take time most every day from Thanksgiving Day through New Year‟s Day 

to reflect on family, various personal and professional events, and the many 

people that have become a part of my life at PRA. Often these thoughts center on 

the “life and times” of PRA – thoughts of glad tidings! 

 

I will say that PRA has presented me with some memorable challenges, 

leadership experiences, and professional growth opportunities that have already 

added a few chapters to my “memoirs”. I am now on Chapter Six! No doubt your 

child or children have done the same with providing you additions to your Book 

on Parenting about their experiences at PRA that needed your involvement. Is 

your book filling up with glad tidings? 

 

So, in the spirit of the holidays, as I ended Wednesday with this article I also 

reflected on this day‟s glad tidings. Here are some of them: 

 Presenting notes with a sticker to kindergartners who earned a monkey 

magnet or a design. 

 Listening to a teacher share the success story of one of her student‟s who 

has “turned the corner” in reading.  

 Hearing the basketball coach speak of the value of sportsmanship as 

demonstrated by our Panther athletes. 

 Seeing the dedication of our parent volunteers with carpool on a snowy 

and freezing morning. 

 Watching our resident turtle in second grade being carefully returned 

alive and well after an overnighter. 

 Observing teachers connect in many special ways with their students. 

 Looking at an excellent, Tempura Batik, painted by an eighth grader that 

is to be displayed along with other PRA students artwork at Barnes and 

Noble. 

 

As you take time for personal reflection during the holidays, are there glad tidings 

that you share with your family or others? I hope so, and I hope that there are 

many. 

 
 

 

 

 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOUGLAS COUNTY 

OPEN ENROLLMENT 

WINDOW FOR 2010/2011 

 
If your child will not be 

attending PRA for the 2010/2011 

school year and wishes to attend 

a school that is not your 

neighborhood school, you will 

need to Open Enroll them with 

that school.  The Open 

Enrollment window will open 

December 1, 2009 and will 

close January 15, 2010.  

Applications will not be accepted 

after January 15, 2010.  You can 

complete an Open Enrollment 

form on line by going to 

www.dcsdk12.org.  Families will 

be notified between January 20-

25, 2010 as to acceptance or 

denial of their Open Enrollment 

request.   

If your 8
th
 grader plans on 

attending 9
th
 grade at your 

neighborhood high school we 

suggest that you contact that high 

school to check if there are any 

upcoming meetings to attend or 

if there are any other steps you 

will need to take in order to 

ensure their enrollment.  We will 

share any information that we 

receive from the high schools 

with you as well.  
 

 

Sixth grade Outdoor Ed 

fundraiser with Jamba Juice, 

Tuesday, Dec. 15
th

. 

Please check your e-folder for 

more information and an order 

form. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a Reminder: Guidelines for Gifting 
 
„Tis the season for lights, decorations, choir programs, cards and gifts!  Every 

year we see the generosity of our children and parents toward the teachers and 

instructional aides. Such generosity is greatly appreciated. 
 

Giving should feel good. However, feeling good about being asked to give is 

another thing. This is the dilemma with sending notes home from the school 

regarding the collection of money to purchase a gift. Additionally, for families 

with many kids and multiple requests it almost becomes financially impossible to 

participate. 
 

Accordingly, it will be our practice not to permit any notices or correspondence to 

be sent to parents via the students and/or Thursday folders requesting donations 

for a teacher gift. Gifting should be a private matter. Nonetheless, if you and other 

parents want to provide a collective gift, that will need to occur more privately 

and not with the appearance of an endorsement from PRA. 
 

Your support of this practice is appreciated. We hope that not too many of you 

will be asking who is the “Bah Humbug” who wrote this. Thank you. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Second Semester Calendar Change for PRA 
 

Did you enjoy those 3 snow days to end October? Well, here comes the treat or 

what some might see it as a “trick”. In Colorado, public schools are required to be 

in session a sufficient amount of hours to meet minimum annual hours of 

instructional time for students.  This varies between elementary and 

middle/secondary levels.  Our 2009-10 calendar has four days built in for school 

closures.  We are now down to one and it is not even Thanksgiving yet. 
 

Accordingly, last week the Governing Board approved a revision to the second 

semester calendar to add two more days for students to attend school in the second 

semester.  This  is to prevent any last minute forced changes to the calendar and/or 

school day to be in compliance should there be any more school closures.  Please 

add Monday, January 4 and Friday, May 28 as school days for your child 

(ren). 
 

Other calendar business included the Governing Board reviewing and 

acknowledging the 2010-11 calendar as approved in December 2008. 
 

If you have questions/comments about this announcement you are welcome to send 

as such to calendar@platteriveracademy.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dcsdk12.org/
mailto:calendar@platteriveracademy.com


  
 
 
 

Barnes & Noble Bookfair  
Friday, December 4  ̧Sunday, December 6  

(Lone Tree, 8374 S Willow St.)  
 

Join us on Friday evening for these special fun events beginning at 
7:00pm: 

 

 Performance by the PRA Choir  
 Look for Student artwork on display throughout the store  
 Storytime with Mr. Barber following the choir  performance  

 

Remember  ̧your voucher is valid all day Friday, December 4th 
through Sunday, December 6 th  

    

   The following students will have their art on display: 

                                       Josh Thompson    Kelsey Heiland Alex Stopp 

Meghan Whatmore      Alexis Medina     Brianna Bauer 

              Mackinzi Kuhloie        Hunter Boldt         Austin Hartman

     Rylee Ewert          Michaela VanSant    Rylee Carter 

Jessica Wright       Emily Kindl William Naumann 

Megan Clousing      Haley Burson       Micah Oltmann 

Coy Williams          Natalie Young       Becca Benton 

Nadia Brecl Sydney Ostdiek          Katie Galgano 

      Brendan Barber       Connor Camden          Brandon   Lytle           

Delaney Montelli    Nathan Whatmore                  

                            Seide Cimbura         Julia Koneval 

                 

Excellent 

opportunity 

for your 

Holiday 

purchases 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Concerts 

Two opportunities to come 

support the music students: 

December 4 @Barnes & 

Noble at 7:00 

Featuring: P.R.A. Choir 

AND 

December 15 @ Platte River 

Academy Gymnasium at 6:30 

pm 

Featuring: P.R.A. Choir  and 

Percussion Ensembles 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring on the 

Holiday Shopping! 

 

We would like to inform you that the 
PRA Athletic Department has 
developed an online Store.  The 
Store has a variety of items to 
select with our PRA logos.  You will 
be able to select and design items 
such as coffee mugs, blankets, 
clocks and sport items, to name a 
few.   
 

The Store will allow you to make 
direct purchases.  Once you select 
and purchase your items, the items 
will be shipped directly to your 
home or any address you wish.   
Now family, friends and relatives 
will be able to purchase PRA items.  
Gift giving made easy and 
convenient and all proceeds will 
benefit the PRA Athletic 
Department.  
 

The Store should be up and running 
by next week and in plenty of time 
to order for the holidays.  Please 
look for more information to come. 
 

Happy Holidays! 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

Platte River Academy Student Council  

Stocking Stuffer Drive  

Benefitting the Arapahoe House  

December 4 -  10, 2009  
 

The PRA student council is sponsoring a stocking stuffer drive to benefit the 

Arapahoe House. Each grade will be responsible for bringing in specific items. 

Please check the ôelectronic folderõ for the list of items we would like to 

collect from each grade level. You should send the items for your studentsõ 

grade to your homeroom teacher. We would like to have enough items to 

provide 50 ð 75 stockings for the Arapahoe House. 
 

Thank you, 

PRA Student Council 
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December Calendar of PRA Events 
 

Thursday, December 3  

 6pm SAC 

Thursday, Dec. 3 thru Tuesday, Dec.8  

 Hot Lunch Ordering Period  

Friday, December 4  

 5pm  Family Movie Night - Monster vs. 
Aliens (rated G) 

 7:35õish Family Movie Night - Night at 
the Museum II, Battle at the 

Smithsonian  (rated PG) 

 7pm PRA Choir performance at Barnes 

& Noble Bookfair 

Tuesday, December 8  

 Hot Lunch Payment Due 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 10  

 7pm Board Meeting 

Monday, December 14  

 6:30 PTO Meeting 

Tuesday, December 15  

 6:30 Choir Performance @ PRA 

Friday, December 18  

 DRESS OF CHOICE 

 End of Quarter 

Monday, Dec. 21-  Friday, Jan .  1 

 WINTER BREAK 

Monday, January 4  

 School Resumes 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Bake Sale Tomorrow 

Donõt forget your quarters! 
 

December  2009  

 

December Birthdays 
2nd- Tina Dorsch (Lunch)    12th ð Sharon Groeling (OT) 

12th ð Laurie Knapp (3rd)     16th ð Kirstin Halpert (3rd)  

18th ð Kelli Boyd (4 th)            19th ð Marti Bacon (H.S) 

22nd ð Kim Young (2 nd)        25th- Melissa Wood (M.S.) 
 

 

 

 


