
. 

……………………`` 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

September 17, 2009 

 

TThhee  mmiissssiioonn  ooff    

PPllaattttee  RRiivveerr  AAccaaddeemmyy    

iiss  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  aa  ccoonntteenntt--rriicchh,,    

aaccaaddeemmiiccaallllyy  rriiggoorroouuss  eedduuccaattiioonn    

wwiitthh  aa  wweellll--ddeeffiinneedd,,  sseeqquueennttiiaall  ccuurrrriiccuulluumm  

iinn  aa  ssaaffee,,  oorrddeerrllyy  aanndd  ccaarriinngg  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  
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Attention Parents!!! 
It’s time to start thinking about 

Kindergarten 2010/2011.  Do you 

have a child who will be ready for 

Kindergarten in the fall of 2010?  

Please call Judy Poulliot at 303-

221-1071 x2031 to make sure we 

have accounted for your child. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Vision and Hearing 

Screening Volunteer Needs 

 

Wed. - 9/23 8:15-11:20AM  

 4 additional needed 

Wed. 9/23 12:00-3:00PM 

 1 additional needed 

Thurs. 9/24 8:15-11:20AM 

 4 additional needed 
 

This is a fun time to work directly 

with the students and help with the 

important task of performing these 

screenings. 
 

Please contact Rochelle at 
rmonahan@platteriveracademy.com  

if you are available to help. 
 

 

 

 

Welcome Back from the Governing Board 
By Mike Rourke, President 

 

In our second month of classes at PRA, activity abounds.  Students are happily 

greeting classmates and acquainting themselves with new teachers and new 

routines.  Teachers are back into the swing of educating our fine students.  

Between sports, specials, electives, extra-curricular activities, and back to school 

night, there is much to be excited about. 
 

The leadership at PRA is also abuzz with activity.  The SAC has given us an 

excellent opportunity to familiarize (or reacquaint) ourselves with the Core 

Knowledge sequence through the Core Knowledge seminar.  The PTO is busy 

with the Sally Foster fundraiser, as well as plans for a 5K Walk/Run in 

November.  PTO has funded and has begun a project to install a low wall on the 

north side of the playground and to lay down a concrete pad with overhead 

pavilion. Additionally, PTO generously purchased uniforms for our middle school 

athletic teams.  The Administration, aside from their normal duties, is busy 

working with the new district leadership and preparing for our Charter Renewal. 
 

The PRA Governing Board, too, is busy with plans for the new school year.  I am 

honored this year to serve as President of the school’s Governing Board.  We 

have an excellent group of parent-governors working on your behalf.  Most of our 

high priority items revolve around keeping the school on the path to excellence 

we have followed for so long.  We are eager to work with the Board of Education 

on our Charter Renewal, and hope to establish a relationship which will be 

mutually beneficial for years to come. 
 

One item, however, is of great importance to me personally.  I hope, over the 

course of the next couple of years, to demonstrate a new openness and 

accessibility to the Governing Board.  I believe, at times, that many people view 

the Governing Board as some strange group that meets in back rooms and dictates 

policies without regard to the wishes of the school community.  Nothing could be 

farther from the truth.  We are parents like you.  We have a common goal in 

securing the best possible education for our students in a safe and caring 

environment.  On top of that, we have the added responsibility of keeping the 

school on a secure financial footing to insure that the future students and parents 

of PRA will have the same opportunities we have now. 
 

At school events and activities throughout the year, we will attempt to have one 

or more Governing Board members present.  We will be wearing our gold name 

tags so that we will be easily recognizable.  I encourage you to approach us and 

introduce yourselves.  Let us know what you think about the school.  Let us know 

the things you like, as well as, the things you wish were different.  Marc Shupe is 

the “Community Ambassador” on the Governing Board and he will be devising 

other ways in which we can be more accessible to you, the parents. 

  
Cont’d on pg.2 
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Opportunities 
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Sally Foster   

 

Reminder that all Sally Foster packets are due this Friday, 

September 18, 2009 by 3:00 p.m. . Please make sure that all 

checks are enclosed in packet and made payable to PRA PTO. 

Please put packets in the box in the office. The top 3 students 

with the highest dollar sales will be announced on Thursday, 

September 24, 2009. Thank you for your support in this PTO 
fundraising event. 

 
 

 
 

8th Grade D.C. Trip Fundraiser 

TAG SALE & Bazaar 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

9AM - 3PM 
 

We still need donations of household items, kids clothing, toys, furniture, etc. 

A drop off box is located in the entry of PRA. We will be collecting items until 

Friday afternoon. Mrs. Jones can also be reached at 303-346-3676 or 720-

989-7021 to arrange Friday night pick up of large items.  
 

Donõt forget to mark your calendars and attend our huge sale. We are having a 

big rummage sale and vendors selling handcrafted items, jewelry, collectibles, 

candles and concessions.  
 

You can also make some money at the Tag Sale and Bazaar! One vendor will be 

purchasing your broken, out-dated or unused gold, silver or platinum items. 

Bring your items and heõll give you a check on the spot.  
 

See you there! 
 

Call Gretchen Place at 303-470-9380 for more information.  

 

 

 

 
 

September Crossing 

Guard Needs 
 

The following is a list of spots 

that still need to be filled for 

AM shifts: 1 for 9/29. 
 

The following is a list of spots 

that still need to be filled for 

PM shifts: 1 for 9/21; 1 for 

9/22; 1 for 9/24; 1 for 9/28; 2 

for 9/29 and 3 for 9/30. 
 

We seem to be struggling with 

volunteers for the afternoon 

shifts, so if you are available 

and do not mind doing extra 

shifts it would be greatly 

appreciated. 

 
       

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Two for Two 
Dedicated volunteers 

Dawn Murphy 
and  

Jenny Nicholson 
have been selected as this 

periodõs ôVolunteer parking 

spaceõ winners. Whenever 

they are at our school they 

have the privilege of 

parking in that ôclose inõ 

spot for two weeks. Every 

two weeks I will be selecting 

two winners from the 

entries placed in the 

decorated glass container 

that is on the shelf under 

the office window. 
 

Thank you for volunteering 

Rochelle Monahan 

Volunteer Coordinator 
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Some people might say that the PRA Governing Board is the most powerful and 

important body at PRA.  I would say just the opposite.  The students are the most 

important group at PRA.  The Governing Board’s power comes from the parents 

who elected us and have given us their trust.  We are to serve the PRA community, 

employees, and students.  I hope that we can continue to be your good and faithful 

servants throughout this school year.  If you have any questions, concerns, or 

comments, please feel free to email me at: mrourke@platteriveracademy.com. 

Volunteer 

Opportunities 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A Call for New Parent 

Members on the 

Technology Committee 

 
The PRA Technology 

Committee meets for the first 

time this school year on 

Thursday, September 24
th
 at 

5pm.  This committee is one of 

three specifically chartered by 

the Governing Board and it is 

very important in its support, 

review, and changes to almost 

all that “technological” at PRA 

as the committee works with the 

school leadership and the IT 

contractor. 

 

The priorities this year are: 

 Upgrading/changing the 

school website. 

 Inventorying for 

applicability the varied 

web aps and data bases 

currently resident on our 

servers. 

 Continuous monitoring 

of PRA technology use, 

implementation, and 

services.  
 

Please contact Dr. Stueven, 

Principal, at 

gstueven@platteriveracademy.com 

if interested in this very 

important parent volunteer 

opportunity. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PLATTE RIVER ACADEMY 

September 28 – October 1 

8AM – 5PM, Tuesday, Sept. 6:45AM – 6PM 

       
 Come join us for a Grand Event  

 

BOOKFAIR AND BREAKFAST  

All You Can Eat Pancakes  

Parents/Students, Teachers/Grandparents  

 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 TH  

FROM 7:00AM TO 8:00AM  
IN THE PRA GYM 

 

The Bookfair will open at 6:45a for those  

 of you who need to leave right after breakfast  

 

COST:  $5.00 PER PERSON or $15 PER FAMILY  

INCLUDES:  PANCAKES/SAUSAGE/FRUIT/JUICE/COFFEE  

(RSVPõs needed) 

 
SPONSORED BY THE 8 TH GRADE DC TRIP  

 

 

 

 
 

Volunteer 

Opportunities 

 

Flags Needed  
 

 Calling All Students!  
 

Help us decorate the library for our 

upcoming book fair. Color a flag of your 

favorite country or design a flag 
representing a country in your imagination.  

Coloring sheets for some flags will be 
available in the library.  

Please bring your flags to the library by 
Tuesday, September 22. 

 

mailto:gstueven@platteriveracademy.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Absent from School?  

Is it flu? 
 

There are children absent 

from school every day for a 

myriad of reasons with some 

days having more 

absenteeism than others. 

These days, lots of attention 

is being given to the 

incidence of “flu” in the work 

place and at schools. 

 

To help us with this, we are 

asking that parents be more 

definitive about their child’s 

absence if due to illness. 

 When you call in the 

absence, please let us know if 

a doctor visit has been made, 

if the diagnosis is flu, and 

what type of flu it is. Please 

also be specific about the 

symptoms that your child has 

i.e., whether it is cough, sore 

throat and/or fever.  Please 

ask your doctor, at the time of 

visit, for a note explaining the 

nature of the illness. Please 

have your child give this note 

to the school nurse upon their 

return to school.  

 

 Certainly if your child is ill, 

please keep him or her at 

home.  Over the flu season 

this will help us determine if 

there is a higher incidence of 

flu than normal. 

 

 

 
September 17, 2009  

 

 

Dear Families,  

 

Thank you for choosing Lifetouch for your childôs school portraits. Our 

goal is to ensure yo ur child has a great experience on Picture Day and 

that you receive portraits that last a lifetime.  

 

Unfortunately, we recently experien ced a systems issue  while your order 

was being pr ocessed  and your childôs portraits had to be re-run through 

our produc tion facility. This in no way impacted the great  images we 

capture on Picture Day and we are confident you will be happy with the 

package you have selected. However , because of the re - run, you will 

not receive your order within our standard service time.  

 

If your child has already been photographed on the original picture day, 

please do not send them to the camera on your upcoming re - take day.  

The system error has been resolved, and you should be receiving your 

pictures within the next week.  If at that t ime the school deems it 

necessary to have an additional picture day due to the late delivery, we 

will work with them to schedule that.  

 

We apologize for any disappointment or inconvenience this issue has 

caused. We understand that it is important for you t o get your portraits 

in a timely manner so you can share them with family and friends. As a 

token of our appreciation for  your patience, please accept a 

complimentary 10x13 family portrait certificate to one of our JC  

Penney Portraits or Target Portraits s tudios . These certificates 

will be placed in with your picture packets when they arrive in a 

week or so.  

 

If you have any other questions or concerns regarding your Picture Day  

or if you would like to speak with one of our Guest Service 

Representative s, pl ease con tact our Guest Service Center toll free at 1 -

866 -955 -8342 . 

 

Thank you for your understanding and patience. We look forward to 

serving you in the future.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Lifetouch National School Studios  
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September/October Calendar of PRA Events 
 

Thursday, September 17 

 7p DCSD BoE Candidate Forum 

Saturday, September 19 

 7a-3p Craft Fair/Garage Sale (8th grade 

Fundraiser) 

Wednesday, September 23 

 8:15a-3p Vision and Hearing Screening 

Thursday, September 24 

 8:15a-11:20p Vision and Hearing Screening 

 DRESS OF CHOICE DAY 

 Hot Lunch Ordering session #3 Begins 

Friday, September 25  

 NO SCHOOL-TEACHER IN SERVICE 

Monday, Sept. 28 ð Thursday, October 1 

 8:30a ð 5:00p Book Fair  

Tuesday, September 29 

 6:45a-6:00p Book Fair 

 7:00a  Pancake Breakfast (8th gr. 

Fundraiser) 

 9am HOT LUNCH PAYMENT DUE TODAY 

Wednesday, September 30 

 8:00a ð 5:00p Book Fair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, October 1 

 8am-5pm Last Day for Bookfair 

 9a-3p Young Ameritowne (4th/5th gr.) 

 8:30a-11a Native American Indian Day 

(3rd gr.) 

 6p SAC Meeting 

Friday, October 2 

 8:30a-11a RAINDAY for Native 

American Indian Day 

Wednesday, October 7 ð Friday, October 9 

 Outdoor Education ð Buena Vista (7th 

gr.) 

Thursday, October 8 

 Picture Retake Day 

 7p Governing Board Meeting 

Friday, October 9 

 9a-12p Denver Puppet Theatre (1st gr.) 

Saturday, October 10 

 8a-12p Family Work Day 

Monday, October 12 

 6:30p PTO Meeting 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

September Birthdays 
23rd- Meaghan Burke 

(Spanish/MS) 

24th ð Arlene Bena (Office) 

25th ð Susan Baldwin 

(French/Aide) 

 

 

 

September  2009  

     BAKE SALE TOMORROW 

     Remember Your Quarters 
 

October 2009  October Birthdays 
3rd ð Sue Thompson (SPED) 

8th- Jackie Losasso (SPED) 

10th ð Eleni Demos (Math/Aide) 

18th- Pam Brown (Music) 

23rd ð Heidy Tomic 

26th ð Susan Klee (K) 

 


