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Are You Ready? Are You Informed? Will You Vote?
By Dr. Gary Stueven, Principal

As | have said, a very important election is soon to happen — that election being
for four seats on the Douglas County School District Board of Education (BoE).
Did you know that this Board, the one elected in November, will be reviewing
and approving PRA’s application to renew our Charter? The current charter
expires June 30, 2010. Additionally, this newly seated BoE will have the
responsibility to interview and hire the next Superintendent.

That aside, let me tell you how pleased | was with the BoE Candidate Forum that
was held at PRA last week. All eight candidates, three who are incumbents,
participated and the other current members of the BoE were in the audience of
about 200. Donnell Rosenberg and her helpers planned, organized, and hosted an
outstanding event. And, our very own Theresa Marchetta, PRA mom and 7News
Anchor, did a fabulous job as the moderator for the evening. If you missed this
one, the League of Women Voters is sponsoring a candidate forum on Saturday,
October 3 at 2:30pm at the Highlands Ranch Library on Ridgeline Blvd.

So, are you ready by being a registered voter? If not, you still have until Oct 5.
An application is available by going to
http://www.douglas.co.us/clerk/elections/index.html. Also, keep an eye on your
U.S. mail. Ballots are being sent to voters sometime in mid-October. Your ballot
must be received by the Elections Office no later than close of business on
Tuesday, November 3.

So, are you informed? Here are some facts/questions for you to consider (with no
bias on my part intended) as you think about your vote/support for any of the
candidates:

e Four director seats are open with two candidates running for each one. Votes
can be cast for each seat

¢ Interestingly, four candidates are on one slate with an endorsement by a
county organization. The other four candidates have been endorsed by a
different opposing organization. Do candidates run as a slate or as
individuals?

¢ One candidate has been endorsed by an organization: an endorsement not
sought after and where no campaign funds will be accepted.

¢ Some of the candidates speak of reform. Reform what? Would this reform
have precluded the financial difficulties that the District has faced or would it
only complicate budgetary solutions? Would these reforms result in more
accountability for the BoE, the District, administrators, and teachers?

e Which candidate(s) understands that charter schools and District schools are
not funded equitably on a per pupil basis with local tax revenues in support
of operations and facilities? Is this candidate committed to change this over
time?
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Dedicated volunteers

Karen O'Keeffe
And

Martel Kinol
have beew selected as this
perlod’s “Volunteer parking
space’ winners, Whenever they
are at our school they have the
privilege of parking in that
‘close tn’ spot for two weeks,
Bvery two weeks (will be
selecting two winners from
the entries placed in the
decorated glass container that
ls on the shelf under the office
window,
Thank You for volunteering
Rochelle Monahan
Volunteer Cooroinator
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e Are previous or current experiences with the District or its schools (i.e. BOE,
DAC, SAC, PTO/PTA) important or will a fresh face and fresh voice make a
difference for any changes that you believe important?

e Remember that whatever changes are made, this is a K-12 school district and
most of you either have a child in high school or will sometime in the future.
Simply stated, issues must be resolved in favor of all students in DCSD.

¢ Does policy governance hold the BoE and its members more accountable or
less accountable to the public than does the traditional Board-Superintendent
structure?

e  Where’s that balance between reducing the increasing expenses/costs of
operating a school district charged with educating your children coincident
with a decrease in revenues and that of raising taxes to preclude such
reductions? Can a top quality and comprehensive education be provided in a
fiscally conservative district?

¢ Should there be a Pay for Performance Plan for teachers? If so, what would it
include? How will this impact student performance?

¢ How should schools be held accountable for student performance?

If you have questions and or facts that you’d like to share with me, please do so.

So, will you vote? This is a rhetorical question, but one that each of you will have in
some way answered by November 3. Please don’t miss this opportunity to exercise
your rights to vote for the candidates that you believe would have the best interest in
mind for all children in Douglas County and this District as they serve on the BoE..
Remember that it is a mail-in ballot and there will be no place for you to go on
November 3.
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Come join us for a Grand Event

BOOKFAIR AND BREAKFAST
All You Can Eat Pancakes
Parents/Students, Teachers/Grandparents

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29™
FROM 7:00AM TO 8:00AM
IN THE PRA GYM

The Bookfair will open at 6:45a for those
of you who need to leave right after breakfast

COST: $5.00 PER PERSON or $15 PER FAMILY
INCLUDES: PANCAKES/SAUSAGE/FRUIT/JUICE/COFFEE
(RSVPO6s needed)

SPONSORED BY THE 8™ GRADE DC TRIP

Attention Parents!!!
It’s time to start thinking
about Kindergarten
2010/2011. Do you have a
child who will be ready for
Kindergarten in the fall of
2010? Please call Judy
Poulliot at 303-221-1071
x2031 to make sure we have
accounted for your child.

Volunteer

Opportunities

Would You Like to See
an Improved Field at
PRA?

The PRA Governing Board has
created a committee to
investigate options to
improve/rebuild the PRA field.
The board would like 2-3
parents to assist in this
important effort. This is a one
year commitment. The
committee will hold regular
meetings and will pursue
strategies, grants, materials and
research necessary to improve
the field. If you have
experience with alternative
field materials, grant writing, or
have other skills applicable to
this project, please consider
volunteering.

If you would like more
information or to volunteer
please contact Stacy Stephens
at sstephens@platteriveracademy.com

or Ken Whatmore at
kwhatmore@platteriveracademy.com

Stacy and Ken are currently
members of the Governing
Board.
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Reserve your copy of Wimpy Kid 4today!
» Jeff Kinney’s newest book is scheduled to go
on sale October 12.
* Our Scholastic Book Fair is offering an exclusive
paperback edition of Diary of a Wimpy Kid 4: Dog
Days at the low price of $6.99. (Compare to hardcover
list price of $13.95 elsewhere.)
* To order your copy, complete a pre-order form,
available at the cashier’s table of the book fair or on
the electronic PRA Thursday folder.

H DIARY

i * Orders placed at the Book Fair will be shipped

W directly to our school beginning October 12. (Allow 5 -
W o 7 days for shipping.)

= * There’s NO cost for shipping, and remember, each

purchase benefits our school!

PLATTE RIVER ACADEMY
September 28 — October 1
8AM - 5PM,
Tuesday, Sept. 29
6:45AM - 6PM

In your child's Thursday folder
you will find a book fair flyer.
Please preview it with your child.
Additional book fair info is
available at
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/hom

~, ON YOUR MARK, GET SET, GO!

’

PRA Panther Family Fun 5K Run/Walk
Saturday, November 7, 2009

Calling all runners and walkers........... Start the school celebration with family
fun! Come out and support Platte River Academy’s Second Annual Panther Family
Fun 5K Run/Walk on Saturday, November 7. The fun starts at PRA at 8am!

This event is designed for competitive and recreational runners and walkers of all
ages. Baby joggers are permitted for race runners. Dogs on leashes and baby
strollers are welcome for the walk!

There will also be a 1 Mile Run offered to all grade levels. Awards will be given to
the top 5 boys and girls finishers.

The awards ceremony will also include the top 3 men and women finishers and 1*
place for men and women finishers in the following age categories: 9-15, 16-19,
20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60-69, 70 and up.

Everyone wins! Participants will receive a 100% cotton, long-sleeve T-shirt,
goodie bag with donated items and refreshments.

If you would like to sponsor the event or if your company would like to help
support this event, sponsorship forms are available at the office. Or contact Diane
Phillips at dmrphillips@msn.com or call 303.883.0100.

In addition to participants running or walking in the event, we are looking for
volunteers to plan or work the day of the event and to help make this event
successful. If you are interested, please contact Dana Ulrich at
dana.ulrich@hotmail.com or call 303.663.2344.

If you enjoy running or walking, then this event is for you. The funds raised will
benefit improvements to the playground and enhancements to the School’s outside
grounds! Don’t miss the fun...... More information to come.

epage/prabookfair

Panther XC Runs On

Last Friday, the PRA Panther
Cross Country team took a trip to
rural Elizabeth, Colorado to face
ten schools in the Legacy
Invitational Meet. The Panther
boys ran strong and captured 4"
in the boys “A” bracket, while the
Panther girls dominated the girl’s
bracket with a first place finish.
Overall, the team took home a
third place trophy for the meet.
The course was a difficult 1.75
mile run through fields, sand, over
hills and through a pasture. The
Panther harriers showed their
mental and physical toughness in
battling some of the finest middle
school runners in the state. The
Panthers next meet is Thursday
Sept 24™ at Cherry Hills Christian
School in Highlands Ranch. The
meet begins at 4 PM. Come out
and cheer on your team!
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HOT LUNCH

PRA PTO Inc, Hot Lunch News
Online ordering available Sept 24™ & Sept 29"

With payment due Sept 29" at 9 AM
Astep 18 Visit http://www.platteriveracademy.com/parentshtm & ¢l i ck on
A step 2 3 Order Hot Lunch Ttems and Milk Cards. Submit & Print Order.
A step 3 & Submit payment for Hot Lunch and Milk Cards. Make checks payable to PRA PTO, Inc.

0Order Hot Lunche

Reminders: All orders that have not been paid by September 29" will be cancelled. If your child has food
allergies please contact vendor directly to check ingredients.

Please DO NOT USE RED PEN WHEN WRITING OUT CHECKS!
Session 3 Menu October 2 November 13th

Café De 1/4 |b Hamburger OR Cheeseburger $3.00
Monday France Hot dog or Salad $2.00
Catering Mac n Cheese w/ broccoli $2.50
Mac n Cheese $2.25
Fresh Fruit Cup $1.75
Bag of Lays Potato Chips $1.00
Pizza Slice: Choice of Cheese OR Pepperoni $1.25
Tuesday Pizza Calzone: Choice of Cheese, Pepperoni OR Veggie $2.25
Café Small Side Salad $2.25
Fruit Cup 4 oz size $0.60
Chicken Lo Mein*, Teriyaki Chicken w/ rice* OR $3.25
Wednesday bl Wei Honey Seared Chicken w/ rice*
*All of the above are served with white rice & Spring
Roll
Fruit Cup 4 oz size $0.60
Buttered Noodles, Pot Stickers OR Caesar Salad $3.00
Noodles Chicken Noodle Soup OR Spaghetti $3.10
Thursday & Company | Small Wisconsin Mac & Cheese $1.50
Side order Chicken Breast $1.75
Large Wisconsin Mac & Cheese $2.65
Fruit Cup 4 oz size $0.60
66 Sub: Choice of Turkey or |$2.75
Friday Subway Spicy Italian w/ LTP
Fruit Cup 4 oz size $0.60
Bag of Potato Chips $1.00
Milk Cards One 20 punch card for session 20X.35 = $7.00
Two 20 punch cards for session 40X.35= $14.00

Hot Lunch Order Dates!

Remaning order dates for the 2009/2010 Hot Lunch order periods are listed below. Remember money is alway
last order date at 9 am or your order will be cancelled.

Order dates for the rest of 2009/2010 school year:

Sept 24 d Sept 29 Oct 29 dNov & Dec 3 dDec & Jan 14 dJan 20 Feb 1T dFeb 17 Mar 11 d Mar 16 Apr 18 8 Apr 21



September 2009
September Birthdaus
SO g/ll -2|-2 \2/\?/) -2r 1 55 26 245 - Arlene Ben (ofﬁce)
57 8 29 30 25% - Susan \%D(dew\/
(Fremeh/Alde)
October 2009
S M | T W T F S 2 - Sue Thompson (SPED)
13 |2 3 gth- Jackie Losasso (SPED)
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 10t — Elenl Demos (Math/Alde)
11 |12 |13 |14 |15 |16 |17 12t Pam Brown (Muste)
18 |19 |20 |21 |22 (23 |24 237 - Heidy Tomic
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 206t — Susan Klee (K)

September/October Calendar of PRA Events

Thursday, September 24

8:15a-11:20p Vision and Hearing Screening
DRESS OF CHOICE DAY

Hot Lunch Ordering session #3 Begins
Friday, September 25

NO SCHOOL-TEACHER IN SERVICE
Monday, Sept. 28 & Thursday, October 1
8:30a 6 5:00p Book Fair

Tuesday, September 29

6:45a-6:00p Book Fair

7:00a Pancake Breakfast (8™ gr. Fundraiser)
9am HOT LUNCH PAYMENT DUE TODAY
Wednesday, September 30

8:00a 6 5:00p Book Fair

Thursday, October 1

8am-5pm Last Day for Bookfair

9a-3p Young Ameritowne (4™/5™ gr.)
8:30a-11a Native American Indian Day (3™
ar.)

6p SAC Meeting

Friday, October 2

8:30a-11a RAINDAY for Native American
Indian Day

Wednesday, October 7 0 Friday, October 9
Outdoor Education 8 Buena Vista (7™ gr.)

Thursday, October 8

Picture Retake Day rescheduled to 10/14
7p Governing Board Meeting

Friday, October 9

9a-12p Denver Puppet Theatre (1°" gr.)
Saturday, October 10

8a-12p Family Work Day

Monday, October 12

6:30p PTO Meeting

Tuesday, October 13

4pm-8pm Parent/Teacher Conference
Wednesday, October 14

Picture Re-take Day rescheduled
Thursday, October 15

DRESS OF CHOICE

4pm-8pm Parent/Teacher Conference
Friday, October 16

NO SCHOOL 8 TEACHER IN SERVICE
Monday, October 19-Octber 23

FALL BREAK

Wednesday, October 28

2pm-3pm World language Day (4™-6™ gr.)
Thursday, October 29-Monday, Nov. 2
HOT LUNCH ORDERING PERIOD
Friday, October 30

2-3pm Fall Parties d all grades

~ l s>
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No School Tomorrow
Teacher In Service Day




